
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, June 7, 2018  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert 
E. Galati and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Albert A. Natelli, Jr.; Town Engineer Annette Turnquist 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner DeFeo to accept the minutes of 
the May 2, 2018 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention (Romano). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1.  Mike DelSanto re Flagpole in Plantsville.  Mr. DelSanto addressed the board on behalf of two 
retired fire captains who would like to have a flagpole erected on the trail near Zingarella’s.  
Every year there is a 9/11 memorial service at the site and they have been bringing their own 
flag.  Mr. DelSanto was asked to present the proposal to the Parks, Recreation and Public Works 
boards.  He is looking for the board’s blessing to move forward with the request.  He believes it 
is a worthwhile endeavor. 
 
Discussion followed on installation of the pole and cost involved.  Mr. DelSanto planned to 
speak with the Town Manager to see if there is money that could be used for the pole – probably 
about $1,000.  If not, he believed fund raising could cover it. The flag would be donated by the 
American Legion.  Discussion also covered rules of etiquette for the flag, including the need to 
have it illuminated at night.  It is possible to have a solar light on it.  Mr. Lapreay suggested that 
Mr. DelSanto check out the flagpole at Panthorn Park.  He believes the size would be right and it 
has a solar light.  Mr. Lapreay also noted that the public works maintenance crew already takes 
care of lowering the flags as necessary so it, most likely, could be added to the list.  As far as 
help with installation of the pole, Mr. DelSanto would speak with the Town Engineer.  No one 
had a problem with the request. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay gave updates on the summer programs.  Playground camp begins June 25.  All 
sessions (135 kids each) are filled.  There are still openings for Camp RISE which will take place 
in July.  Originally the first session was for younger kids and the second session for the older 
ones.  The first session was opened to all ages due to low registration.  There are 10 in the first 
session and 12 in the second session, about the same as last year.  Tennis camp begins June 25 
for 4 sessions at the high school.  Mr. Romano spoke with Mr. Lapreay about some repairs to 
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those courts and will be in touch about the timing.  If the camp needs to move to Memorial, it 
can be done.  Swim lessons begin at Rec Park on June 25 and July 2 at Memorial.  Registration is 
still open for the 3-week sessions.  Robotics program for younger kids with Kids Corner.  We are 
trying it at the police department in July.  A few kids are signed up but need a few more to keep 
the program.  Beach volleyball begins the first week in August at Rec Park for ages 7 to 14.  It is 
through Elevation Volleyball Academy.  Skyhawks flag football is a week-long program at Rec 
Park.  We are still taking registrations.  Track and Field program will begin at the high school in 
July for a week.  Field hockey program for girls will start late August for about 6 weeks at 
Panthorn Park.  We are opening it to ninth graders who don’t make the high school team.  
Southington Youth Soccer League is starting registration this weekend for the fall.  We will help 
taking registrations in the office as well. 
 
This is the 7th week of the men’s and women’s softball league.  There have been no complaints 
and no issues noted.  There was some discussion about the infield at Rec A.  Mr. Lapreay said 
nothing is being done there; it drains very well.  Kid’s Entertainment Series will start June 26.  
All the acts are booked (two per night) for every Tuesday. 
 
Music on the Green has had its third week.  It is going well. 
 
Grills at the Community Pavilion.  People who rent the pavilion have mentioned it would be nice 
to have grills so that they can cook there.  Mr. Lapreay would like to put two grills on each side 
of the pavilion.  They would be ADA accessible.  Cost would be paid from the pavilion rental 
account.  Hearing no problem with the idea, Mr. Lapreay will order the grills.  Public Works will 
install them. 
 
Pools.  Public Works is cleaning them.  Rec Pool will open June 16 and Memorial and the splash 
pad will open June 23.  Hours will vary while school is still in session. 
 
Tobacco-free signage in the parks.  STEPS approached Mr. Lapreay about it.  It was discussed at 
a previous meeting.  Say It With Signs could include No Vaping on the current signs.  No one 
had an issue with that.  Mr. Lapreay will speak to the Town Manager before ordering the signs to 
make sure the permission doesn’t need to go further than this board. 
 
The Library’s adult program coordinator contacted Mr. Lapreay about programs for adults with 
disabilities.  She has organized a round table discussion for June 12 with ARC, Wallingford 
Parks & Rec and us to talk about what they need and what more we can do for programs.  Mr. 
Lapreay will attend the meeting and report back. 
 
Panthorn Park.  Eversource will be doing some work replacing wood structures with metal ones 
during the week of September 10-14.  Mr. Lapreay and Gabe Calandra met with Eversource 
earlier this week.  There will be no interference with the youth leagues.  They will set up a 
staging area further down and won’t be in the way of any parking. 
 
Memorial Pool splash pad’s 3 new features are installed and looks great.  Had the state 
inspection earlier this week. 
 
Commissioner Romano made a motion to accept the written report of the Director of Recreation; 
seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried. 



6-7-18 Park Board Minutes; page 3 

 

 
REPORT OF PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist was unable to attend this meeting and will send a report to the board tomorrow.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:   
Commissioner Romano said he heard that someone wanted to put a clothing drop on the trail.  
Chairman Fasulo said he watched the Town Council meeting where a gentleman asked about 
having a sort of kiosk with soap and toiletries on the trail for homeless persons. He was directed 
to speak with Janet Mellon in Community Services.  She has been in touch with the man.  We 
have a process in place for people in need.  Commissioners felt it was not appropriate to have 
something like this on the trail.  It was suggested that if the man wishes to give back to the 
community, he could sponsor a shelf at Community Services. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
1.  Meeting Date Frequency Change.  Chairman Fasulo said he spoke with the Town Manager 
who told him the decision is the chairman’s.  There is no need to ask the Council.  Chairman 
would like to leave the schedule as it is and cancel any meeting where there is nothing of import 
to discuss.  If leagues wish to be put on the agenda, they would need to let Dave Lapreay know at 
least a week prior to scheduled meetings since there could be a chance of a cancellation.  
Everyone agreed.  Mr. Lapreay will send an email to all the league presidents.   
 
2.  Turf Field.  Commissioner DeFeo said everything is running fine.  The field will be cleaned 
of metals one day in July or August.  Mr. Lapreay asked him to send him the exact quote for the 
work so that he could request the appropriation. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1.  Flagpole.  Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to go forward with the two retired fire 
captains in adding a flagpole in front of Zingarella’s.  Motion seconded by Commissioner Galati 
and carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Romano.  Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


